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“The Pondhoppers” 
    

The Gainesville Koi Club Newsletter 
 

February 2009, Volume 12, No.2 
 

 
President’s Message 
 

This was the first meeting 
of the year for all and I 
think the turnout was 
excellent. It was great 
seeing everybody and 
talking about all things 
related to Koi, my other 

friends just don’t understand so I really 
enjoy the get together before the meeting.  
 
March is going to be very busy for our 
club and will be all about Volunteers! I 
know the economy has hit everyone and 
the thought of entering a show seems just 
to expense that’s ok because you should 
attend anyway as we could really use your 
time.  
 
The Central Florida Koi Show will be 
March 13th thru the 15th this year in 
Orlando and help is needed for setup of 
the tanks on Thursday the day before and 
breakdown Sunday.  If you can come 
down for the day and assist contact Don. 
We can use help Friday and Saturday 
helping with benching, or unloading Koi, 
setting up the seminars, tickets, water, air, 
cleanup and the list goes on. As you can 
see, just because you aren’t showing 
doesn’t mean you can’t come on down and 
help. You can contact Henry Culpepper, 
407-277-5872, Don Hellard 352-262-
1571, or me 352-337-6652 to volunteer.  
 
Then the next weekend, March 21st & 
22nd, will be the Kanapaha Spring Sale.  
We will be manning a booth both days in 
hopes to attract new members and answer 
questions about Koi, so Volunteers are  
 

 
needed for that. It doesn’t need to be all 
day, it can be just the Morning or the  
 
Afternoon or even Lunchtime (hey bring 
Lunch!) whatever fits your schedule.  
 
Saturday only we will be selling fish again 
like we did in the fall. We decided on the 
one day so we don’t have to worry about 
overnight security. If you have any fish 
you want to cull now is the time!  This 
includes goldfish. Last year those guys 
sold like hotcakes, so Bruce if you can 
catch ‘em we’ll take ‘em. We could 
probably use more people on Saturday 
since we’ll have fish to sell. Sunday will 
be “Educate the Public” day, so all you 
talkers come on out.   
 
This is a last minute idea for Kanapaha - I 
would like to make a photo book of 
everyone’s pond or fish to display at the 
booth on Sunday. Since we won’t have 
live fish to look at it would be nice to have 
something else. I know Karen & David 
always bring their books, and we do have 
a club book of old pictures that we can 
bring. It would be nice to have something 
new. So email me anything you have 
laying around koigirlfl@yahoo.com 
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FEBRUARY MEETING  
  

There were 17 members in attendance at 
Kanapaha.  Meeting was called to order at 
2:15pm.  Joyce started out mentioning the 
upcoming Koi Shows.   
 
Central Florida Koi Show is our next big 
event.  March 13th – 15th, we are in need of 
assistance in the hospitality room.  What 
we are looking for are a couple of 
members who would be able to attend this 
room for 2 hours intervals.  Ideally if 2 
members from the five clubs volunteered 
all would be fine.  If interested please 
contact Kim Hafley at 407-403-0757 as 
she is in charge of coordinating this 
function.   Volunteers are still needed for 
Thursday and Sunday.  Dr. Bruce will be 
there on Thursday along with Don for set 
up.  Thank you guys!  We will need 
ground patrols to work the perimeter of 
the ring while the show is on, etc.  Please 
contact Don, 352-262-1571 or Joe White, 
386-767-0814 for positions available.  
 
It was also announced that our 
sponsorship is down for this show.  
Gainesville Koi Club voted on sponsoring 
the Best in Size 2 and Dr. Bruce is 
sponsoring the Best in Variety Showa.  
 
Don made mention that we will have a 
veterinarian to speak at one of the 
seminars for Saturday. His name is Dr. 
Mike Hyatt, an intern at UF/IFAS in 
Ruskin Florida.  He is in the Fish Disease 
Diagnostics and Health Management 
Division.  It appears Steve Childers will 
discuss pond design; hopefully it will be 
pond basics 101.  So, remember to buy 
your seminar tickets either before the 
show or at the registration table in the 
Dolphin Room in the Atrium.   
 
Also, if you are interested in purchasing 
the Japanese authentic Koi Nets and Koi 
Socks, Joyce has a list of them and it will 
be posted on the website.  All preordered 

nets should be directed to Mike McMahon 
407-419-8517 for delivery at the show.   
  
Also in March is the Spring Festival right 
here at Kanapaha on the 21st – 22nd.  It 
was determined that Saturday will be our 
designated fish sale day.  So, if any one is 
interested in thinning out their ponds, etc.  
Please contact Don or David.   
  
Terry asked the club if they would be 
interested in exhibiting Koi or selling at 
the McIntosh plant sale held every year in 
April.  The booth would cost the club 15% 
of all sales.  More details to follow.   
  
Shirley’s pond rebuild to be started in 
April.  Volunteers and their trucks needed 
to transport fish to our house.  Shirley 
Ann, Dave, Terry, Don, Joyce, and Shawn 
have all expressed their willingness to 
help.  We will need help on March 28th, 

meet at Karen & David’s and be ready 
to leave by 9:00am.   
  
For those members who have not yet paid 
their dues, our website will go to a lock 
down site for members only.   So 
if your dues are not paid for by 
the end of February you will no 
longer be able to read the 
newsletter online.  Don will still mail out a 
black and white copy of the newsletter to 
those members in good standing.  
  
It’s time to go outside and see the new 
children’s pond area again.    When you 
visit the Gardens this will be a must see.  
Of course I had to feed the fish over at the 
bridge first then check out the other pond 
in progress.  
  
No meeting in March -  next meeting on 
April 5 th  at Kanapaha. 
   
Thank you for reading.                           
  
Karen, Secretary   
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Looking around the 
Kiddie Koi Pond 
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CFKS Trophy Sponsorship 
 
Dear CFKS Presidents, 
  
Please let your club members know that 
there are a number of trophies available for 
sponsorship for our Central Florida Koi 
Show coming up the second weekend in 
March (13-15) Club members may sponsor 
a trophy at half cost and have their name 
listed at www.cfks.org. 
  
For example, if you click on: (lately our 
website has been slow to come up so 
please be patient) 
http://koiplace.orlandokoi.org/index.php?opti
on=com_content&task=view&id=16&Itemid=
54  
you will see the Trophy Sponsorship Levels.  
The cost for member sponsorship is half the 
fee stated on this page. 
  
To see the trophies sponsored so far see: 
http://koiplace.orlandokoi.org/index.php?opti
on=com_content&task=view&id=15&Itemid=
53 
  
Why sponsor a trophy? Well of course it 
helps the show financially is the short 
answer.  Not all the activities surrounding 
this three day event are funded by attendees 
as we do not charge an admission fee.  Nor 
do we make anything off the banquet, and 
the Friday night pizza party is free! So, the 
extra income we receive from the trophies 
helps pay for the trophies, yes, and any left 
over helps toward the cost of some of the 
freebies we all enjoy.   
  
Looking forward to seeing everyone (and 
their koi) at the show in March! 
  
Joe White and Don Hellard 
CFKS 2009 
Co-Chairs 

�
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Got something special going 
on, need help that only Koi 
people can provide, or just 
want to brag a little – Send 
in your clip for the “Members 
Happenings” for the 
newsletter or on the 

Pondhoppers website.  E-mail your stuff to 
Joyce Nichols at koigirlfl@yahoo.com 
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Got an email from Ron Bilkis with news 
about Lester Berkow AKCA judge and 
member of the Tropical Koi Club:  

 

He was over today and did some scrapings 
on my fish which were clean (yea). He starts 
chemo-therapy tomorrow and told me he 
talked with Joe the other day. I can tell he 
really appreciates people taking the time to 
keep in touch. I would imagine these 
treatments will knock him for a loop as he is 
still weak from the surgery. He was so 
happy he could be of help to me and I was 
glad I took the chance that he might want to 
do the scrapings rather than me calling 
Martin or Terry. Look forward to seeing you 
in Orlando. 
>> Ron 

 

Up for Grabs!! 

      

We have 3 items donated to the club 
that are up for grabs to the highest 
bidders. They can be inspected at Don’s 
house if you need. Send your bids in to 
Don Hellard by email 
dhellard@bellsouth.net 

The winner will be announced at the 
April Meeting.  

18” Heavy Duty Vacuum Head 

 18” Heavy Duty Brush 

2”x50’ Heavy Duty Hose 
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Now that you know how to talk a little “Koi-dangi” you decide to brave 
a dealer and buy a nice baby Kohaku. You show off your new baby 
like any proud Koi parent to your other Koi friends. The well wishers 
tell you that’s a nice looking Tosai you got there might even be a 
Tategoi. Say What! 
 
Oh no, your little red & white Koi isn’t a Kohaku! Relax, it’s just more 
Koi-speak. They just said you had a nice 1-year-old Koi “Tosai” with 

great potential “Tategoi”.  
 
This time around I’ll give you Age and Quality terms along with another set of Koi Varieties. You 
are on your way to talking like a pro.  
 

In trying to pronounce these Japanese terms, please  remember that:  
·  The letter "R"  is sometimes pronounced like the letter "L"  in English.  
·  The Japanese pronunciation for the letter "I"  is similar to the English 

pronunciation for the long "E",  as in the word "see."  
·  In this guide the Japanese letter "G"  is a hard sound similar to its sound in 

the English words, "get" or "give."   
·  Sometime Japanese vowels are not pronounced at all in the guide below.  
·  The accented syllable is in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS . 

 
The following guide is from various sources online that describe what the term means and how it 
relates to Koi.  I have grouped the guide by the varieties and specific terms used with them, 
followed by some common terms.  
 

Koi Varieties: 
 
Remember the colors are:  

 AKA  (ah-KAH)  or HI (hee) Red 
 KI (kee) Yellow 
 SHIRO (SHEER-oh) White 
 SUMI (SOO-mee) Black or a black pattern 

·  Note: I have found that SUMI is sometimes spelled Zumi (ZOO-mee) or 
pronounced (SUE-Me) – no wonder we can’t say this stuff right! 

 

 

 UTSURI (OOT-sir-Ee). Black Koi with either white, yellow or orange pattern. 
 UTSURIMONO (OOT-sir-Ee-moh-noh). The show classification under which Utsuri 

are shown.  
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 Hl UTSURI (hee OOT sir-Ee). Black Koi with an orange/red pattern. The 
orange/red pattern is considered "windows" on top of a black base.  

 KI UTSURI (kee OOT sir-Ee.) A black Koi with a yellow pattern. Not as easy to find 
with a clear pattern and not breed as widely as the others.  

 SHIRO UTSURI (SHEER-oh OOT-sir-Ee). Black Koi with a white pattern. Most 
popular at the moment. 

 HIKARI UTSURIMONO (HEE-kah-ree OOT-sir-ee MOEnoh). The show 
classification under which the metallic Utsuri and Showa are shown.  

 GIN SHIRO UTSURI or GIN SHIRO (gen SHEER-oh OOT sir-Ee). A silvery 
metallic Shiro Utsuri.  

 

 BEKKO  (beh-KOH). Koi with a base color of white (Shiro), orange-red (Aka) or 
yellow (Ki) with "windows" of black markings on the base color. The ideal sumi 
pattern should look like stepping stones going down the back.  

 AKA BEKKO  (ah-KAH beh-KOH). An Orange/red Koi with black markings.  
 KI BEKKO  (kee beh-KOH). A rare non-metallic yellow Koi with black markings.  
 SHIRO BEKKO  (SHEER-oh beh-KOH). White Koi with black markings. 
 GIN BEKKO (gen beh-KOH) A metallic Shiro Bekko  
 HI-BOTAN:  Koi resembling Bekko, derived from Utsuri lineage (Kawarimono).  

Age References: 

 Kego (keh' goy) Fry, Koi babies just born  
Kuroko (coo row' koh) Black Fry 

 Akako (ah'ka koh) Red fry 

 Shiroko (she' row koh) White fry 
 Tosai (toe' sigh) Baby Koi that are less than 1 year old  
 Nisai (knee' sigh) Koi 2 years old 
 Sansai (sahn' sigh) Koi 3 years old 
 Yonsai (yoo-hn' sigh) Koi 4 years old 
 Gosai (go' sigh) Koi 5 years old 
 Seigyo (SAY gyow) Mature Koi more than 6 years old  

 

Quality References: 

 Tategoi (tat' eh goy) Koi that will improve, unfinished but has a promising future.  
 Taragoi (tah rah goy) "IF" Koi. Tara means "IF", used to describe Koi that must 

change in order to become better. A Taragoi is not necessarily a Tategoi, but a 
Tategoi is a Taragoi. 

 Shiagari (she ah' gah ree) Finish. Koi become more beautiful or less beautiful as 
time goes by. If a Koi finishes well and is beautiful, we say it has good Shiagari. If 
a Koi does not finish well, then we say it has poor Shiagari. 
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 Kokugyo (coh' coo-g yoh) Kokugyo means "national fish". The term also can be 
used for the title given to Koi that wins Best in Size at the All Japan Combined 
Nishikigoi Show. 
 
 

 FUJI: A highly metallic lustre on the head of a young Koi, visible as minute 
bubbles. Most often seen in good young Sanke and occasionally, Ogon and 
Kohaku. 

 Kikei (key kay) Deformed 
 Ippin (ee pihn') One of a kind, Especially beautiful 
 Joppa (jo pah') Term to indicate the highest class of Nishikigoi. Usually used to 

describe a group of high-class Tosai. Tyuppa describes a group of middle-class 
Koi, and Zappa describes a group that is the lowest class Koi. 

 Kamisori Giwa (kah' mee sow ree gee' wah) Razor-cut Kiwa, It means that the 
Kiwa is sharp and straight like a razor-cut, and cuts across the scales rather than 
following the shape of the scales. It is one of the ideal Kiwa shapes. Another 
ideal Kiwa is Maruzome. 

 Kokkaku (coh kah' coo) Bone structure. Body conformation, quality, pattern are 
the three important factors in Nishikigoi's beauty. The foundation of good body 
conformation is the bone structure.  

 

 Kage (KAH-gay). "Shadow" or "phantom." Describes a hazy, reticulated 
or blurry black pattern.  

 Kage Shiro Utsuri (KAH-gay SHEER-oh OOT sir-Ee) A Koi with the 
basic black and white Utsuri pattern and kage pattern over the white 
(Classified as Kawarimono and not Utsuri). 
 

 Jyami (ja' me) Small Sumi dots, appears on varieties with Sumi, indicates poor 
quality, a fault. 

 Ato Sumi (A-toe-SOO-mee) Late developing black markings 
 Nabe Sumi (nah' beh soo' mee) Poor Sumi. 
 Susu Sumi (sue' sue soo'mee) Soot Sumi. Low-quality Sumi that is like soot 

which is simply black without luster. Also called Nabe Zumi. 
 

References 

 http://koi.com/reference/encyclopedia/  has audio 
 http://www.japan-nishikigoi.org/dictionary_a.html 
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President:  Joyce Nichols, 352-337-6652 
 Email: koigirlfl@yahoo.com 
 
Vice-President:David Hardcastle, 904-964-7394 
                     Email: wavenbye@embarqmail.com 
 
Alt. Vice-Pres:  Ed Keller,  
 Email: emkellar@mactec.com 
 
Treasurer:  Don Hellard, 352-331-1268 
 Email: dhellard@bellsouth.net 
 
Secretary:  Karen Hardcastle, 904-964-7394 
 Cell no: 352-359-3368 
                      Email: wavenbye@embarqmail.com 
 
Librarian:   Ed Kellar  
 
Newsletter Editor & Webmaster: Joyce Nichols 
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