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“The Pondhoppers” 
    

The Gainesville Koi Club Newsletter 
 

April 2009, Volume 12, No. 4 
 

 
President’s Message 
 

The April Meeting was different at 

Kanapaha as we were kicked out 

of our regular meeting place and 

had it outdoors on the porch 

instead. Glad it was the cool 

weekend. 

There were 2 new members, Gillian & 

Robert, in attendance that found us thru 

the Kanapaha Sale the previous 

weekend. They joined up because 

although they haven’t got a pond yet 

they have a huge place to put one in 

and wanted to make sure they did it 

right.  Well you definitely started on the 

right foot by joining a club before 

starting to build – have we got stories 

for you! 

 

Shirley Stone talked about how her 

pond repair was progressing and how 

much she appreciated the Gainesville 

Club members helping her out. She gave 

GKC glowing marks and said we were 

best club in the area. Aw sucks Shirley.  

 

 
 

 

 

Then we got down to business on what 

do for fundraising this year.  There was 

a big demand from the public for a pond 

tour, so we have decided to hold one 

this July instead of the Garage & Fish 

Sale. We decided to move the Garage 

Sale to August or September and to sell 

the fish at Kanapaha in October as any 

fry we have available will just be too 

small until then. 

 

The Pond Tour is going to be July 11
th

 

and once again we need volunteers and 

of course PONDS! We need to know if 

anyone is willing to show theirs to the 

public. Probably need at least seven to 

make this worthwhile to hold, so email 

me at koigirlfl@yahoo.com or call 352-

337-6652. We will also need some 

volunteers to help put together the tour 

booklet, create a flyer, write up the 

directions, maps, etc. once we find out 

who, what, & where.  Anybody who 

wants to volunteer to help out with all 

this can contact either myself or Don 

Hellard.  

 

 
 

Note from the Editor:  

Sorry about missing April Deadline, I 

was redoing my pond as it had a major 

leak and lost some of my Koi. I also had 

problems with my neck and back all 

month and was in Physical Therapy 4 

times a week. So I just could not face 

working on the computer after I got 

home. 
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���– Nature’s Coast 7

th
 

Annual Young Koi Show  at Old Town.  For 

more info contact pelbay@bellsouth.net 
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�

�
�
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Georgia Koi Society Koi & 

Goldfish Show at��
���������For 

more  info or registration, go to 

http://www.middlegakoisociety.

com/ 

�������
�
�����- Annual Atlanta Koi & 

Goldfish Show at Tucker,GA.��For more 

information or registration, go to 

http://www.atlantakoiclub.org/ 

 

�

��
����
�
�����– Kanapaha Fall Sale & 

Gainesville Fish Sale.  Contact GKC Officers 

to Volunteer for Sale. For more information, 

about the plant sale go to 

http://www.kanapaha.org/calendar.htm  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Held at Kanapaha Gardens: 

June 7
th

 

August 2
nd

 

September 6
th

 

Special Events: 

� ���� 13– Hopefully Field trip to 

Blackwater Creek with other area 

clubs.   

�������

�

 – Pond Tour. Ponds needed 

& Volunteers to assist at the homes. 

�� !���
 – Garage & Fish Sale. 

Volunteers needed and your junk to 

sell. 

 ��
�"�
���

�
�����


�
  – GKC Fish Sale.  

Volunteers needed and fish to sell. 

 #�$�%"�
 – Annual BBQ 

 &���%"�
�'

�

 – Annual Xmas party 

 

Hey Members share your day with us!��

Got something special going 
on, need help that only Koi 
people can provide, or just 
want to brag a little � Send 
in your clip for the �Members 
Happenings� for the 
newsletter or on the 

Pondhoppers website.  E-mail your stuff to 
Joyce Nichols at koigirlfl@yahoo.com 
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The Hardcastle’s went spawn crazy! 

They did 3 different spawnings this 

spring.    

David said the Yamabuki’s will be 

ready to cull this Memorial Day 

weekend – Saturday 5/26.  

Anybody who wants to help or learn 

how this is done, come on up to 

Starke. If you find any beauties you 

like you can have them. If you bring 

your own bags they will be free! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

President:  Joyce Nichols, 352-337-6652 
 Email: koigirlfl@yahoo.com 
 
Vice-President:David Hardcastle, 904-964-7394 
                     Email: wavenbye@embarqmail.com 
 
Alt. Vice-Pres:  Ed Keller,  
 Email: emkellar@mactec.com 
 
Treasurer:  Don Hellard, 352-331-1268 
 Email: dhellard@bellsouth.net 
 
Secretary:  Karen Hardcastle, 904-964-7394 
 Cell no: 352-359-3368 
                      Email: wavenbye@embarqmail.com 
 
Librarian:   Ed Kellar  
 
Newsletter Editor & Webmaster: Joyce Nichols 

 

Happy April Birthdays 

 
 

ShirleyAnn Scarabino 4/7 

Art Manaker 4/16 

 Ralph Rothschild 4/29 

Richard Thompson 4/30 
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Talking about Koi, Talking about Koi, Talking about Koi, Talking about Koi, KoiKoiKoiKoi----dangi (Koidangi (Koidangi (Koidangi (Koi    dandandandan    gee)gee)gee)gee) SSSSay what?ay what?ay what?ay what?    
 

So you are at the show and decide to take the plunge and buy from a 
vendor. You spy a cute little Showa that has a nice red spot on her 
head. The vendor calls the spot a Tancho, which makes her a 
Tancho Showa. Then you see something completely different; a 
Doitsu, its bright blue with bright red stripes down the side!  The 
vendor tells you that its one of the few Koi that has a Doitsu version 
with its own name, this is called a Shusui and the scaled version is 
an Asagi.  Say What! 

 
Oh great, now you have to learn scaled and scaleless names too! Not to worry there are only a 
few. 
 
This time around I�ll show you the different scale patterns along with another set of Koi Varieties. 
You are on your way to amazing the pro.  
 

In trying to pronounce these Japanese terms, please remember that:  
• The letter "R" is sometimes pronounced like the letter "L" in English.  
• The Japanese pronunciation for the letter "I" is similar to the English 

pronunciation for the long "E", as in the word "see."  
• In this guide the Japanese letter "G" is a hard sound similar to its sound in 

the English words, "get" or "give."  
• Sometime Japanese vowels are not pronounced at all in the guide below.  
• The accented syllable is in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS. 

 
The following guide is from various sources online that describe what the term means and how it 
relates to Koi.  I have grouped the guide by the varieties and specific terms used with them, 
followed by some common terms.  
 

Koi Varieties: 

   

Doitsu scales at the shoulder - Doitsu without shoulder scales - Armored Doitsu scales 
 

 DOITSU (DOYT suh) � Any Koi with scales along dorsal and latera l lines only.  There is 
a Doitsu version of almost every variety. There are a few Doitsu Koi with their own names, 
such as Shusui and Kumonryu.  

 Kagami-goi (mirror carp) - Doitsu Koi with lines of scales on the back and along the 
lateral lines. 

 Kawas-goi (leather carp) - Doitsu Koi without scales or with only one line of scales on 
each side along the base of the dorsal fin. 

 

 Metallic Doitsu:  Doitsu-Ogon, Platinum-Doitsu, Doitsu-Kujaku,  Ki-Kokuryu, Kikusui, 
Doitsu-Kin-Ki-Utsuri, Doitsu-Kin-Showa,  Kinsui, Ginsui, Mizuho-Ogon, Heisei-Nishiki (Doitsu-
Yamatonishiki). 
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 Non Metallic Doitsu: (all types excluding Shusui varieties) Doitsu-Kohaku, Doitsu-
Sanke, Doitsu-Showa, Doitsu-Utsuri, Doitsu-Bekko, Doitsu-Tancho, Doitsu-Matsuba, 
Kumonyru, Beni-Kumonryu, Doitsu-Kawarimono.  

 
 
�� 
 
 
Shusui, 
Hana-Shusui, 
Hi-Shusui, 
Ki-Shusui, 
Pearl-Shusui  
(not shown)  
 
 
 

 
 SHUSUI (SHOO-swee) Doitsu Asagi, blue Koi with red on the belly and up the sides, 

clear white head with an indigo or black row of scales on either side of the dorsal fin.  They 
may have red at base of pectoral fins and dorsal fin.  
 

 Hi Shusui - Shusui that have red color up to the dorsal line. 

 Hana Shusui - (Hana meaning flower in Japanese) also have more red than normal, 
but here it is in the form of an extra band between the lateral line and dorsal fin, with a 
break in between. In the best examples, the HI is laid out in a wavy pattern to give a 
flowery effect.  

 Ki Shusui - yellow replaces the red. 
 

 
 
 
Konjo-Asagi,  
Narumi-Asagi,  
Mizu-Asagi,  
Asagi-Sanke,  
Taki-Asagi 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 ASAGI � ( AH sah gee) "Sky Color"   Blue Koi with a red belly, the primary pattern 

appears as a light net pattern over an indigo base, clear white head, may have Motoaka, very 
old variety.  These are predominantly blue or gray on their back and their underside is red or 
orange. Its net scalation is important. The red (hi) should extend onto the base of the pectoral 
fins.  

 

 Narumi Asagi (nah’ roo mee ah’ sah gee) - The normal Asagi pattern is considered to 
be the Narumi Asagi, whose name resembles Narumi Shibori (which refers to a 
traditional cloth pattern). Narumi Asagi have a white netting created by Fukurin that 
surrounds the indigo blue core of each scale.  
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 Sakame Asagi (saa kah’ meh ah’ sah gee) - Reverse Asagi. Koi that has white cores in 
the scales, and indigo netting, which is the exact opposite of the scale pattern on a 
Narumi Asagi.  

 Asagi Sanke � which have an Asagi pattern with red on the abdomen and head region 
and a white underside. 

 Konjo Asagi �  which possess a net coloration ranging from dark gray to black. 

 Taki Asagi �  which are blue on the back and red on the abdominal area, with an 
intersecting band of white. 

 Mizu Asagi �  have the light blue coloration which is currently the most prized.  

 Hi Asagi - have a greater than usual percentage of red patterning, which can extend 
almost up to the dorsal fin.  
 

Body parts:  
• Mudagoke (moo dah’ go key) - Wasteful scales. Irregular scales on a Doitsu Koi. The 

straight scale lines starting from the shoulder and running along both sides of the dorsal 
fin are the highlight of a Doitsu Koi’s beauty. Any scales out of order are very noticeable 
and disgrace the Koi’s appearance. 

• Sokusen (sow coo’ sen) - Lateral lines. This term refers to the "lateral line" on both side of 
the Koi. The line divides the Koi in half lengthwise. We can see the pattern above the 
Sokusen, but not below it, unless we view the Koi from the side. The Sokusen is used to 
sense low frequency vibrations in the water. 

 
• Jyami (ja’ me) - Undesirable black freckles, Many tiny dots of Sumi. Also called Jyari 

(gravel) Zumi or Goma (sesami) Jyami  
• Oni Uroko (oh ni’ oo row koh) - The large, dark-blue scales running down the back of 

Shusui. 
 

• Amime (ah’ me meh) Netting. Nishikigoi are covered with scales, and sometimes the 
scalation looks like a beautiful netting pattern.  

 
• Fukurin (who’ coo reen ) - Scale Wrap. It is the cuticle of the skin which appears as a line 

drawn in a ring around a scale. This name was taken from the term Fuku (meaning to 
"cover" or "wrap") and Rin (meaning "scale"). Fukurin is most noticeable in Hikarimono, 
and was originally thought to occur only in metallic varieties because it was harder to see 
in other varieties. Fukurin is now also seen in large sized Kohaku and Taisho Sanshoku 
(Sanke). 

 
• Funazoko Hi (who’ nah zoh koh hee) - Bottom Hi. Hi on the belly and below the lateral 

lines of Asagi and Shusui. Funazoko means the bottom of ship. It is called this because it 
resembles the red paint seen on the waterline of a steamship. It is a point of appreciation 
for these varieties which lack other strong colors. 

 
• Hikobore (hee’ koh bow ray) - Stray Hi spots. A small Hi that is separated from the other 

Hi plates. Also called Tobi Hi. It is not desirable and is usually an unnecessary Hi, but it 
could be a good accent in a Kohaku that has too much Shiroji. 

 
• Motoaka (moh toe ah’ ka) - Hi at the base of pectoral fins. 30% is ideal. Small Hi that is 

gathered together at the spot where the fin meets the body shows the quality of the Koi’s 
Hi and is a feature of some varieties and patterns. The rest of the pectoral fins must be 
white. If it cannot easily be seen in a Kohaku when the Koi is viewed from the top, then it 
is acceptable. If it is obvious, it is considered a weak point in Kohaku, but a feature in 
Asagi and Shusui. 
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• Yakko(yah’ cow) - Hi on Asagi cheeks. 
 

• Yakko Hi (yah’ cow hee) - Leading Hi. Yakko means "leading man of a daimyo’s 
precession line." Hi in the gill area that is only seen on Asagi and Shusui. The term 
occurs because Koi with these markings resemble the face makeup of a leading man of a 
daimyo’s procession line. Hi on both gills is called Ryo Yakko, Hi on one side is called 
Kata Yakko. The optimal Yakko Hi forms a horseshoe-shaped pattern that has white in 
the middle. 

 
• Kanoko (kah’ no coh)  - Fawn. Hi dotting the cetner of Shiroji scales, which makes the 

Koi appear dappled like a fawn. All Koi with this characteristic are called Kanoko, and it 
can apply to any non-metallic variety with Hi. 

 
 
 
Showa Tancho,  
Goshiki Tancho,  
Kohaku Tancho  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 TANCHO (tahn-CHOH) - A term for a red spot on the head of a Koi where there is no 

other red on the body. The preferred shape should be round like the circle in the Japanese 
flag and is called a Tancho after the Tancho Crane.  

• Tancho Kohaku - Solid White Koi with a single Hi head marking  
• Tancho Sanke - Like a Sanke but there are no red markings other than a single mark on 

the head.  
• Tancho Showa - Like a Showa but no red markings other than a single one on the head  
• Tancho Kage Showa - Same as a Kage Showa but with a single red marking on head  
• Tancho Kanoko Showa - Same as Kanoko Showa but with a single red marking on head  

References: 

 http://koi.com/reference/encyclopedia/  has audio 
 http://www.japan-nishikigoi.org/dictionary.html 
 http://www.kcmt.net/pg4.htm  has audio 
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Gainesville Koi Club 
Joyce Nichols 
6631 SW 84th Street 
Gainesville, FL 32608 

 

 

 


